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SHANGHAI 

 
 

Located at the estuary of the Yangtze River in eastern 

China and facing the Pacific Ocean, Shanghai sprawls across 

an area of over 6,340.5 square kilometers with a population of 

24.2378 million in 2018. 

Shanghai is Chinaôs most thriving economic center, with 

GDP per capita climbing to US$20,398 by the end of 2018. 

Shanghai is a pioneer in Chinaôs reform and opening- up, as 

well as innovation. A total of 670 multinational enterprises 

have set up regional headquarters in the city, and 441 foreign-

invested R&D centers have also been established here. 

Shanghai is one of the worldôs financial centers with its 

financial markets generating a total transaction volume of 

1,645.78 trillion yuan and trading volumes of several products 

ranked top among global markets. An RMB products center, 

which matches the currencyôs international status, has taken 

form in the city. 

Shanghai is an important shipping center, handling 

730.4794 million tons of goods in 2018. On top of that, its 

international container volume reached 42.0102 million TEUs, 

the highest in the world for nine straight years. When it comes 

to the number of cruise ship passengers, the city ranked fourth 

in the world. Some 771,600 flights were processed at Shanghai 



 

 

Pudong and Hongqiao international airports, reaching 117.6343 

million inbound and outbound trips. 

Shanghai is also a world-renowned tourism destination 

and an international cultural exchange center where a large 

number of cultural activities are organized. International 

tourists journeyed here 8.93 million times in 2018. The city 

boasts a rich and profound culture with 131 museums and 23 

public libraries. It also held 175 international and domestic 

sporting events during the year. 

Shanghai strives to become a technology innovation center. 

To achieve that goal, Shanghai spent heavily on R&D around 4% 

of its GDP. The Zhangjiang Comprehensive National Science 

Center plays a key role in Chinaôs continued technological 

innovation. Large-scale scientific equipment, such as the soft 

X-ray free-electron laser and super intense ultrafast lasers, has 

been built. In total, 223 tech companies were listed on the 

Technology and Innovation Board at the Shanghai Equity 

Exchange. 

Following on from the successes reaped as the host city of 

2010 World Expo, Shanghai continues to live up to the motto 

ñBetter City, Better Life.ò It remains committed to four target 

areas ï service, manufacturing, shopping and culture. The pilot 

free trade zone will be expanded and a high-tech board will be 

set up at the Shanghai Stock Exchange. Shanghai will host the 

2nd China International Import Expo in 2019. 

By 2035, Shanghai aims to become an excellent global 

city, a modern metropolis, an economic, financial, trade, 

shipping and technology innovation center, and a place that is 

not only innovative and humanistic, but also eco-friendly. 



 

 

The City Emblem 
The design of Shanghaiôs city emblem was approved by 

the Standing Committee of the Shanghai Municipal Peopleôs 

Congress in 1990. The triangle emblem consists of a white 

magnolia flower, a large sand boat and a propeller. The 

propeller symbolizes the continuous advancement of the city 

and the sand boat, one of the oldest vessels plying the Shanghai 

harbor, represents the long history of the port. The boat is set 

against the background of a white magnolia flower blossoming 

in early spring, symbolizing the vitality of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

The City Flower 

ðð White Magnolia 
In 1986, the Standing Committee of the Shanghai  

Municipal Peopleôs Congress passed a resolution to adopt the 

white magnolia as the cityôs flower. The white magnolia is 

among the few spring heralding flowers in the Shanghai area. It 

comes into full  blossom in the early spring before the Qingming 

Festival, which usually falls on April 5 every year. With large, 

white petals, the white magnolia has a delicate fragrance and an 

eye always looking towards the sky. 
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Origins of ñShenò and ñHuò 
Shanghai is called ñHuò in Chinese, for short, and has 

ñShenò as a nickname. Some 6,000 years ago, the western 

part of todayôs Shanghai had already dried up into land ï the 

eastern part followed suit about 4,000 years later. During the 

Spring-Autumn and Warring States Periods (770-221 BC), 

this area was at one point the domain of Huang Xie, the Chun 

Shen Governor of the State of Chu. Thatôs why ñShenò, the 

title of the governor, acts as the cityôs nickname. During the  

Jin Dynasty (the 4th-5th centuries) fishermen created a woven- 

bamboo fishing tool called ñHuò. By combining the name of 

the fishing tool and the then term for estuary of big rivers, they 

coined a new Chinese character, ñHuò, as a name for the area 

since it sits at the mouth of the Yangtze River. 

Founding of the City 
The Shanghai area was under the administration of 

Huating County (the Songjiang District of today) in AD 751. 

The upper stream of the Songjiang River clogged in 991, 

causing the coastline to move eastward, stranding vessel traffic. 

In-bound vessels had to anchor at the ñriver mouth of Shanghai,ò 

a branch of Songjiang River which is now the Bund and the 

Shiliupu Dock section of the Huangpu River. In 1267, 
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Shanghai Town was set up on the west bank of the river. In 

1292, the central government of the Yuan Dynasty approved 

the establishment of Shanghai County, which has widely been 

deemed as the official beginning of Shanghai as we know it 

today. 

Modern History 
In the 16th century (or the middle period of the Ming 

Dynasty), Shanghai became the national center of the textile 

and handicraft industry. In 1685, the central government of the 

Qing Dynasty set up its customs office in Shanghai. In the mid- 

19th century, the city evolved into a major trading port. 

Todayôs Shanghai 
A tide of economic and social change swept across 

Shanghai since the founding of the Peopleôs Republic of China 

in 1949. Especially since 1978 when China adopted the reform 

and opening-up policy, Shanghai has continued to open up, 

deepen reform and explored scientific development. Entering 

the 21st century, Shanghai is committed to innovating and 

transforming its economy and strives to become an 

international economic, financial, trade, shipping and techonoly 

innovation center, as well as a modern metropolis. 
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Geographic Location 
Shanghai is situated at 31Á14ô north latitude and 121Á29ô 

east longitude, right on the west coast of the Pacific Ocean 

and holding the eastern coastal line of the Asian Continent. 

Bordering Jiangsu and Zhejiang provinces to the west, 

Shanghai is washed by the East China Sea to the east and 

Hangzhou Bay to the south. North of the city, the Yangtze 

River pours into the East China Sea. 

The city assumes a central position along Chinaôs 

coastline. Thanks to this advantageous geographic location, 

Shanghai has become an excellent port, boasting easy access to 

a vast hinterland. 

 
 

Shanghaiôs Location in the World Map 
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Map of Shanghai A    Pudong New Area 
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Climate 
With a pleasant northern subtropical maritime monsoon 

climate, Shanghai enjoys four distinct seasons, generous 

sunshine and abundant rainfall. Its spring and autumn are 

relatively short compared with summer and winter. In 2018, 

the average annual temperature was 17.7 degrees Celsius. The 

city had 1,839.1 hours of sunshine and total precipitation of 

1,407.9 millimeters. More than 65% of the yearôs rainfall came 

between April and October. 

 
 

Shanghaiôs weather condition in 2018 
 

Month Average temperature ( ) Precipitation (millimeter) 

January 4.3 96.3 

February 5.3 67.6 

March 12.1 75.5 

April  17.5 84.4 

May 22.3 171.6 

June 25.2 57.2 

July 29.3 122.8 

August 29.4 249.4 

September 25.9 193.3 

October 18.8 35.5 

November 14.4 97.8 

December 8.2 156.5 
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Land Area 
At the end of 2018 the city had a total area of 6,340.5 square 

kilometers, 0.06% of Chinaôs total territory. The city has three 

islands ð Chongming, Changxing and Hengsha ð under its 

jurisdiction. Chongming Island is the third-largest island in China. 

 
Water Resources 

Most of the rivers in Shanghai, including the Suzhou 

Creek, Chuanyang River and Dianpu River, are tributaries of 

the Huangpu River. Winding through the downtown area of 

the city, the ice-free Huangpu River is the main waterway in 

Shanghai. The cityôs largest lake is Dianshan Lake. 

 
Topographic Features 

Except for a few hills lying in the southwest corner, most 

parts of Shanghai belong to the alluvial plain of the Yangtze 

River Delta region. The average sea-level elevation is about 2.19 

meters. The land slopes slightly downward from east to west. 

The highest point within Shanghai is Dajin Hill Island, with a 

sea-level elevation of 103.7 meters. 

 
Administrative Divisions 

In 1949, Shanghai was divided into 20 urban districts 

and 10 suburban districts. After several adjustments, Shanghai 

had 16 districts, 105 sub-district committees, 107 towns, two 

townships, 4,416 neighborhood committees and 1,572 villagersô 

committees by the end of 2018, according to civil affairs 

authorities. 



 

 

010 SHANGHAI BASIC FACTS 2019 

 


